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Makutano is a big hit with teachers and Yr5/6 pupils in North Yorkshire because it is so flexible and there are loads of exciting activities 
which can fit into every area of the new curriculum.

Last term six teachers from Carleton, Embsay, Lothersdale, Richard Taylor in Harrogate, Riccall and Selby trialled some of the new 
resources, using them in a variety of ways and in several curriculum areas. All develop empathy, critical thinking and speaking and listening 
skills. The classes involved enjoyed watching the clips from Makutano (a very popular soap/drama shown on Kenyan television) and 
recognised many more similarities than expected between the UK and Kenya.

Here are some of the activities teachers have been using:

Lothersdale Primary School:

This project is funded by European Union, EuropeAid programme

At Lothersdale Primary School, teacher Caris Kingham, was astounded 
by how quickly the children identified with the characters in Makutano 
Junction. A school focus is to improve writing across the school and using 
Makutano has inspired creative writing and personalised learning. 

As Caris says “Makutano is a good vehicle for encouraging discussion, 
familiarising learning and inspiring creative writing. Children of all abilities 
have made good progress in their literacy skills using this resource.”

After working with an Emmerdale scriptwriter and comparing Makutano 
with Emmerdale,  the class of Yr 5 children (9/10 year olds) wrote their 
own Makutano script on the themes of Fairtrade, Education and Malaria. 
They made a set using cardboard boxes and characters made from cards 
mounted on lollipop sticks and then acted out the script.

As well as using Makutano to catalyse discussion/thought about life in 
Kenya and how it compares to life here and the skills involved in writing 
drama and scripting, Caris and her class have been considering how we 
use things. A sorting rubbish activity led to some good discussion and 
looking at a range of items made from recycled materials stimulated 
children to explore their own design ideas and in some cases make 
them at home, bringing them into school the following day. A writing 
activity followed using the recycled items as stimulus for writing a report. 
Children had to describe the items and then explain why they liked them.

“Using clips from Makutano Junction and some of the resources and 
activities provided has given the children in my class a thirst for learning 
more. I’m looking forward to piloting the new resources available in 
September”. Caris Kingham, 24 July 2014.
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Riccall Primary School:
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At Riccall Primary School, teacher Joanne Harpham, used Makutano to 
think about the local community and what influences it has on their own 
culture and identity. The Yr5s worked in small groups and did a ‘True, 
false or somewhere in between quiz’, first from their own point of view 
and then as if they lived in Makutano Junction (MJ). 

After watching a clip from MJ the children began to identify many 
similarities between the two communities and realised that some of their 
stereotypes were inaccurate. Lots of discussion and deeper thinking took 
place and all the class were engaged in the learning.
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Embsay Primary School:
Embsay School has a link with Achego Primary school in south-west 
Kenya and so was keen to use Makutano resources. Yr6 teacher, Kirsty 
Crompton, chose a biography activity which involved researching, 
role playing and interviewing famous Kenyan people. The class were 
provided with some initial ideas of people to research but these were not 
prescriptive and several made their own choices. Preparatory work for 
mock interviews involved writing a list of questions for the interviewer 
and coming up with a list of answers for those role playing the famous 
Kenyan. 

It was an enjoyable and successful activity which developed many 
key skills: critical thinking, creative thinking, speaking and listening, 
collaboration and collaborative learning, reflection, research, asking the 
right questions, empathy.

Don’t miss out!
Join the second phase of the Makutano Project: a multimedia 

approach to effective global learning and come along to the update 
and information session, Thursday 18 September, 1.30pm to 
4.30pm, Ash Room, Children’s Centre, Brougham St, Skipton

Please book a place with Liz Roodhouse  
E: liz@cravendec.org.uk M: 07810 200202Facebook.com/makutanojunctionEU | Facebook.com/cravenDEC


